
Anarchist Mountain Bear Group – What’s New! 
 

Spring 2021 is off to a good start, when it comes to securing our garbage.  It 
was only last summer that our community was experiencing a multitude of 
bear sightings, and bears coming just a little too close for comfort.   
 
This year, the Bear Group has noticed a dramatic decrease, compared to last 
year, with garbage left out early and not secured.  Bear-resistant carts are 
now being used by many, and we continue to get requests for them. 
 

“The bear cart really works!” stated one resident, who has already had a bear try to get into it.  “It 
was covered in claw marks and moved around, but they were unable to open it”, she added.  
Remember to use the decals for your name and address to affix to the cart, as bears may pull the 
cart out of sight.   
 
Due to the pandemic, tested and approved bear-resistant carts (like the Rollins one we use on the 
mountain) are behind in production.  However, Rollins may be able to have additional carts available 
for purchase from the warehouse in Kelowna in the future once supply has caught up.  Stay tuned 
for more details! 
 
Bears are out in all areas – so far, the most sighted is a mama bear with a cub and yearling. 
 
 
Bears Are Smart 
 
Did you know that bears can smell up to a kilometer away?  That is why it is 
so important to keep garbage from smelling, composting properly, not putting 
out bird feeders of any kind, cleaning BBQ’s and keeping pet food inside.   
 
For garbage and recycling, remember to give a spritz of water/ bleach 
solution on top of it so odors are kept to a minimum.  For smelly items, 
freeze them to avoid the smell from increasing and put them in the garbage 
frozen, if possible. 
 
Also, remember to put out garbage as late as possible (after 5 a.m. on 
collection day) if it is not a secure/ clipped, bear-resistant cart.  If it is a bear 
cart, make sure it is clipped until morning, then unclip just before pick- up.   
 
 
Habituated Bears  
 
Habituated bears are ones that become comfortable getting closer to humans and human food.  Our 
food and garbage allow bears to access calories fast and easily.  Unfortunately, this behaviour is 
what mama bears will teach their cubs.  Not only is this unhealthy for the bears, but it can lead to 

their demise as they become less fearful of being around humans.  
 
Contrary to popular belief, bears cannot just be relocated.  They often 
come back to their original home territory or become “problem” 
animals in other communities. In addition, translocated wildlife often 
fails to adapt to their new habitat and, as a result, may starve to 
death or be killed by those animals that already occupy the area. 
 
Bears are now showing up on some properties in our area.  It is 

normal for them to pass through and do regular bear behaviour.  But, if they are approaching your 



house and yard, make sure that you are not drawing them in with attractants.  NEVER feed wildlife 
– this is against the law (BC Wildlife Act).   
 
Also, Conservation Officers request that we report any 
potential or actual wildlife conflict on our property as soon 
as possible, by calling the RAPP line – please do not just 
post a photo on social media – please call it in. 
 
Why? Because bear activity is monitored across B.C. The 
goal is to prevent a bear’s demise with earlier 
interventions to correct the problem. 
 
Conservation Officers want to keep bears alive and educate humans on how to do so by 
managing garbage and other attractants.  By failing to report, a bear may continue to develop bad 
habits created by humans – this is what inevitably can contribute to a bear’s death more than 
anything else. 
 
The Conservation Officer Service in the RDOS has advised the Bear Group that this year they will be 
fining residents if attractants are out.  Last year there were many bear issues that were human 
caused.  We have had a year to learn and improve and the Bear Group is here to support residents 
with education and prevention. 
 
 
AMCS Mailboxes – Bear Info 
 
Have you had a chance to check out the AMCS Mailboxes over the past month? 
 
As of April, the Bear Group has provided WildSafe BC brochures on Black Bear and Composting with 
Care in Bear Country.  
 
There has been great interest from residents, with initially, up to a dozen brochures taken in a 
week.  The Bear Group has been restocking brochures, which have been supplied by the RDOS.  
This method of education has been a great success as residents (and possibly future residents) are 
showing the desire to learn more about living in Bear Country. 
 
Remember… 
 
Black bears rarely attack, but they may become more aggressive if 
cubs are present or encounter an off-leash dog, according to 
WildSafe BC. 
 
What to do if you come across a bear in your yard. 

• From a safe distance, make loud noises, shout, or bang pots 
and pans together to scare away 
the bear. 
• When the bear leaves, remove 
potential attractants such as garbage, bird seed, or pet food. 
• Ask neighbors to remove attractants. 
• Check your yard for bears before letting out your dog – dogs can 
draw in a bear. 
 

 
 

Let us all work together so our wildlife stays wild, and we learn to coexist in harmony. 
Anarchist Mountain Bear Group 


