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Date:  October 27, 2020     Time:  1:00—2:30 pm 
 
Members: Denis Thomson (Chair)                                                   denishthomson@gmail.com 
  Alex Giovannelli (Member at Large)   alex.giovannelli@live.com 
  Gerry Moran (Member at Large)   gerry_moran@telus.net 
  Walter Zinowki (Member at Large)   zinowki@gmail.com 
  Helen Malloy (Secretary)    mshmalloy@gmail.com 
  Chris Kayes (Member at Large)   chriskayes@telus.net 
 
Guests: Dave Bodak,  RDOS FireSmart Coodinator 
  Urs Grob, AMFD Fire Chief 
 
The purpose of the meeting was to update the FireSmart Committee on RDOS activities 
regarding a number of initiatives including: 

1. The RDOS Community Wildfire Preparedness Plan (CWPP) (in process of 
development) 

2. Anarchist Mountain Community Assessment Report (CAR) (to be conducted in 
2021) 

3. Funding for municipalities offered by the provincial government to support 
increased resiliency to wildfires 

4. Any other sources of funding 
5. Activities of the RDOS advisory group meant to bring a number of stakeholders 

together to discuss collaboration in fire prevention activities 
6. Development of the RDOS FireSmart website 
7. Coordination of RDOS activities with FireSmart Canada Initiatives and FireSmart 

BC initiatives 
 
Discussion Items: 
 

1. The RDOS Community Wildfire Preparedness Plan has been created as a result of 2019 
funding, and will shortly be published on the RDOS website.  This will provide a broad 
overview of the status of RDOS with regards to future fire prevention planning needs. 

a. Local Community Assessment Reports (CARs) are being undertaken to assess 
smaller areas in more detail. 

 
2. Anarchist Mountain is scheduled to undergo a Community Assessment Review in spring 

2021.  A concern was expressed that of the few CARs done to date, most focused on 
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establishing a local FireSmart Committee.  Given our 8-year history of successful 
FireSmart operations, we wish to focus on more detailed and science-based information 
that can help us be more effective for future planning.  Dave suggested that he would 
welcome an invitation to work with us to meet the consultants, assess their ability to 
focus on our needs and, if necessary, create a Request for Proposal to ensure we get 
something more relevant than an unsophisticated “cookie-cutter” report. 

 
3. Funding for municipalities:  In 2018, the provincial government announced the BC 

Community Resiliency Investment (CRI) program, which dedicated funds to help 
municipalities become better prepared for wildfires.  Last year, RDOS received the 
maximum funding of $150,00 which was then used to create an updated RDOS 
Community Wildfire Preparedness Plan.  (Item 1)      

 
a. It was subsequently decided that $150,000 for an area as large of that of RDOS 

was insufficient to address the wide variety of needs in such a diverse area.  
Correspondingly, RDOS has been able to apply for an additional $50,000 for each 
of its nine electoral districts for 2021, which will be directed towards activities 
such as Community Assessment Reviews, an education/communication plan, 
website development, use of social media, creation of newsletters, hosting 
Wildfire Community Awareness Days, training funds for reps from each electoral 
area for an agricultural preparedness workshop in 2021, training funds for Local 
FireSmart Representatives, home rebates of up to $500 for FireSmart 
improvements, some chipping, and some prescription burns in 2021 to 
determine better methods for fuel control.   

 
4. Sources of other funding for local initiatives:  There are no other sources of local 

funding at this time. 
 
5. Activities of the local RDOS Advisory Group:  In early 2020, the South Okanagan  

Similkameen Wildfire Prevention Advisory Board  was created to bring various 
stakeholders together to discuss collaboration on common issues.  The 22 member 
group has representatives from various municipalities, Fire Chiefs, Indian Bands, Fortis, 
BC Hydro, BC Wildfire Services, Ministry of Forests, etc., and is focused at the land 
manager level.  There are other interest groups such as the Cattlemen’s Association, 
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wineries, FireSmart committees, and outfitters, to name some examples, which also 
have vested interests. 

 
a. An introductory meeting, was held in February.  Regrettably, the June meeting 

was restricted because of Covid 19.  A subsequent meeting is scheduled for Nov 
10.  A goal will be to developing a working group that is smaller in size for better 
effectiveness. 

 
b. Urs Grob identified a concern that the Fire Department representatives on the 

Advisory Board are both from urban municipalities, and have little experience 
with wildfires.  Dave Bodak will take that concern back. 

 
6. Development of an RDOS FireSmart Website: The launch of the website has been 

delayed due to hacking of the RDOS system, but it is expected imminently.  Amongst 
other postings, minutes of the Advisory Group meetings will be included. 

 
7. Coordination of RDOS activities with FireSmart Canada and FireSmart BC initiatives:  

FireSmart Canada is initiating the FireSmart Home Partners Program. This will require 
FireSmart property assessments to be done by a qualified professional (such as a 
structural firefighter), additional FireSmart Canada training, utilization of FireSmart 
Canada software, and administration through FireSmart Canada for the issue of reports 
and assessment certificates. 

` FireSmart BC is moving away from the Community Wildfire Protection Plan model (as 
was just completed for RDOS) towards a Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan.  CWRP 
Templates suggest much more robust planning documents will be the result of this new 
process.  Dave Bodak advised us that any existing CWPP’s will have a five-year timeline 
maximum from date of publication to update to new CWRP standards.  This means the 
new RDOS plan will be valid for up to 5 years, but municipalities that have plans 
published before 2016 will have to start updating their plans accordingly. 

 
To Do’s: 
The Anarchist Mountain FireSmart Committee will contact Dave Bodak early in 2021 to set up 
preparations for the Community A|ssessment Review. 
For funding for local FireSmart initiatives such as the Community Wildfire Preparedness Day, we 
can approach Dave Bodak for ad-hoc support. 


