
 Anarchist Mountain Community Society 

FireSmart Committee Meeting Minutes Sept. 17 2020  

 
Date:  September 17 2020     Time:  6:00-7:00 pm 

Members: Denis Thomson (Chair)                                            denishthomson@gmail.com 
  Alex Giovannelli (Member at Large)                          alex.giovannelli@live.com 
  Gerry Moran (Member at Large)   gerry_moran@telus.net 
  Walter Zinowki (Member at Large)   zinowki@gmail.com 
  Helen Malloy (Secretary)    mshmalloy@gmail.com 
  Chris Kayes (Member at Large)  Unavailable chriskayes@telus.net` 
 
Guests: Ron Palmer—Osoyoos Mountain Estates Inc. 
  Helen Palmer—Osoyoos Mountain Estates Inc. 
 
Purpose: The purpose of the meeting was to determine areas of common interest for 
reducing wildfire risk on Anarchist Mountain. 
 
Glossary of abbreviations:  A number of abbreviations are listed here to reduce the wordiness 

of the document. 
 AM:  Anarchist Mountain 
 AMFC:  Anarchist Mountain FireSmart Committee 
 AMFD:  Anarchist Mountain Fire Department 

CAR: Community Assessment Report.  This is an area-specific plan being 
developed to address wildfire issues in a specific community within the 
area covered by RDOS.  Anarchist Mountain has been selected to 
undergo a CAR in 2021. 

CWPP: Community Wildfire Preparedness Plan (currently being updated by  
RDOS) 

 OCP:  Official Community Plan (currently being updated by RDOS) 
 OMEI:  Osoyoos Mountain Estates, Incorporated 

RDOS:  Regional District of Okanagan and Similkameen 
WDP: Wildfire Development Permit This is a new initiative affecting people who 

will yet build on their property.  This will affect both developers and private 
property landowners.  AMFC became aware of the process in June, but 
the specific requirements are yet to be determined. 

 
 
Ron Palmer’s Perspective:   
 

1. Looking at concerns from both a property owner level and a developer level.  OMEI 
is trying to build a safe community while protecting investments at the private owner 
and developer levels.  We all have significant investments here, and wildfire is a 
major risk. 

2. From a development point of view:  Issues to be considered include underground 
services, buffer zones in subdivisions and emergency meeting points.  Challenges 
also remain as a result of the closure of Regal Mountain Estates, including 
unfinalized projects including access roads.  Challenges also involve abandoned 
lots, crown land and conservation areas.   
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3. OMEI has supported Anarchist Mountain through allowing access to the Wapiti Pit 

for disposal of yard waste, and donating some land on Wapiti for a secondary AMFD 
location. 

4. OMEI are realists in terms of future development by recognizing that some lands will 
not be suitable for development due to the wildfire risk. 

5. There appears to be a greater focus on implementing a WDP in areas deemed to be 
a high wildfire risk. 

 
Anarchist Mountain FireSmart Committee’s Perspective: 
 

1. Recognition of the Anarchist Mountain FireSmart Program has been achieved 
annually over 7 years, which is the longest continuous program for any community in 
BC. 

 
2. New initiatives are taking place with considerable overlap, and programs seem to be 

changing at the Federal level (FireSmart Canada), the Provincial level (FireSmart BC 
and provincial funding for FireSmart activities), and at the Municipal level (RDOS) 
including updating the Official Community Plan as well as the Community Wildfire 
Preparedness Plan.  The challenge is to keep ahead of the changes and to provide 
meaningful input to ongoing processes so that the unique needs of the Anarchist 
Mountain community are addressed in a timely fashion. 

 
3. Some current concerns that involve more than one jurisdiction are as follows:  

Single-entrance community roads that will prove restrictive in case of evacuations or 
provision of fire services, lack of  sufficient water resources to provide reliable fire-
fighting supplies, and lack of input into various levels of government initiatives to get 
sufficient area-specific support (in other words, facing programs that will involve 
government-appointed “experts” and consultants to determine our needs without 
sufficient community consultation).  There is a lack of research and funding at the 
community level to address community level concerns. 

 
Ongoing Activities: 
 

1. Anarchist Mountain has been identified as an area to undergo a community 
Assessment Review in 20201.  The AMFC has ongoing discussions as to how to 
engage the researchers at a productive level, as well as identifying concerns that are 
already known to us. 

 
2. Consulting has been engaged to map out the requirements for a Wildfire 

Development Permit.  AMCS will continue to monitor and provide input where 
possible. 

 
Common Viewpoints: 
  

1. Both OMEI and AMFC prefer an educational and supportive approach to landowner 
responsibilities rather than a prescriptive/enforcement approach.  Neither wants a 
system where landowners will be required to pay professionals to come in for 
various assessments and approvals with additional fees being charged for each. 
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2. RDOS is not considered a leader in FireSmarting practices, wildfire assessment 
plans, and other initiatives in these areas.  Anarchist Mountain has the experience 
and practices to lead by example. 

 
TO DO’S ARISING FROM THE MEETING  
 

1. AMCS would champion changes to the OCP (Official Community Plan) including 
push back on the wildfire development permit if it requires hiring a certified 
professional to consult on development on a private property.  FireSmart 
guidelines are already in place to clearly explain what homeowners must do to 
protect their properties. 

2. AMCS would continue as a FireSmart committee to lobby the RDOS to complete 
a CWPP specifically for AM. 

3. AMCS will invite Ron Palmer to attend any CAR meetings scheduled in 2021.  
4. Once AMCS has recommendations from the Community Assessment Report we 

would solicit further funding to complete the recommendations including where to 
complete thinning of land, creating firebreaks as needed, and addressing 
access/egress, muster points, and places to store water. 

 

 


