
Anarchist Mountain Community Society 

FireSmart Meeting Minutes 

 
Date:  November 22, 2019     Time:  11:30 am-2:45 PM 

Members: Denis Thomson  (Chair)                                                           denishthomson@gmail.com 
  Alex Giovannelli (Member at Large)   alex.giovannelli@live.com 
  Gerry Moran  (Member at Large)   gerry_moran@telus.net 
  Walter Zinowki  (Member at Large)   zinowki@gmail.com 
  Helen Malloy  (Member at Large)   mshmalloy@gmail.com 
 

Guest:  Dave Brodak, Project Manager, RDOS Wildfire Interagency Cooperation Project 

Background: The Regional District of Okanagan Similkameen (RDOS) was given $100,000 of funding 
this year to update their Community Wildfire Preparedness Program (CWPP--originally written in 2011).  
A consultant has been hired to update the plan with more specific data and priorities to facilitate further 
action in terms of wildfire preparedness. 

  At the same time, Dave has been hired as a part-time consultant to make a proposal to 
RDOS regarding how agencies can work together more efficiently to carry out some of the deliverables 
in the future.  At the moment, there are agencies at the federal, provincial and local levels of 
government as well as Fire Departments, FireSmart Communities, Industry Associations and other 
interest groups, all of whom have responsibilities, goals and possible sources of funding.  There is no co-
ordination between any of these groups: the imperative nature of wildfires, respecting no boundaries or 
jurisdictions, means that cooperation and coordination have the possibility to direct limited funds most 
effectively to deliver maximum benefits with the least overlap. 

 Dave’s background is that of a Forester as well as working for the BC Wildfire Service in Strategic 
Planning for 5 years.  He outlined the extent of his project and listened carefully to the unique needs of 
the Anarchist Mountain Community. He has been meeting with a number of different organizations to 
ensure that he is getting input from all interested partied. His current timeline involves a presentation to 
RDOS in February 2020 regarding the Interagency Cooperation Project and his recommendations. 

 

 We were fortunate to engage his experience, professionalism and passionate interest in wildfire 
prevention with our unique circumstances.  We will forward future details as we get them. 
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