
REGIONAL 
CONNECTIONS

Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen

NEW CHAIR AND VICE CHAIR 
AT THE RDOS

December 2016 Newsletter  |  Volume 4  Issue 10

CHAIR AND VICE-CHAIR
Elections held at RDOS Inaugural 
Board meeting.

YEAR IN REVIEW AT RDOS

A look at accomplishments during 
2016 at the RDOS.

in this issue

LANDFILL WINTER HOURS
Starting December to the end of 
February, Landfills in Penticton, 
Oliver and Keremeos will have 
reduced days or hours. 

RDOS BOARD HIGHLIGHTS

At the Regional District of Okanagan-
Similkameen Inaugural Board meeting on 
November 3, 2016 elections were held for 
Chair and Vice Chair.

Director Karla Kozakevich, Electoral Area 
“E”, Naramata was acclaimed as Chair for 
a first year, and Director, Manfred Bauer, 
Village of Keremeos was elected as Vice-
Chair for a second year, his previous year 
being 2013.

The Regional Board consists of one 
elected representatives from each of the 
eight electoral areas as well as appointed 

representatives from six member 
municipalities within the Regional District.

Director Michael Brydon, Electoral Area 
“F”, Okanagan Lake West/West Bench 
was elected as Chair to the Okanagan 
Similkameen Regional Hospital District for 
a third year and Director Judy Sentes, City 
of Penticton was acclaimed Vice-Chair for a 
fourth year.

For further information please contact 
Christy Malden, Manager of Legislative 
Services at 250-492-0237 or cmalden@
rdos.bc.ca.

Vice Chair, Manfred Bauer, Mayor of Keremeos and Chair, Karla Kozakevich, Electoral Area “E” Director

The main office at 101 Martin 
Street, Penticton, BC will be closed 
over the holiday season from 
December 26, reopening January 3
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The Regional District of Okanagan-
Similkameen (RDOS) has had a busy 2016.  
There have been many accomplishments 
over 2016 which have benefited the 
region.  The South Okanagan-Similkameen 
Protocol Agreement with First Nations in 
the region, senior levels of government, 
member municipalities and client groups 
remains strong.  The RDOS was able to 
provide support for the Governance 
Study which took place in Electoral Area 
“D”.  The RDOS celebrated it’s 50th 
anniversary during 2016, and hosted an 
anniversary event as well as produced 
many videos showcasing information 
about the RDOS.  The RDOS participated 
in Local Government Awareness Week and 
invited students from around the region to 
participate at an RDOS Board meeting.  The 
RDOS has worked on a resolution of the 
Lower Similkameen Forest Corporation.  

The RDOS Information Services (IS) 
department completed projects in 2016 
that support many RDOS initiatives.  IS 
supported RDOS fire departments and 
recreation centres with mapping projects 
for parks, trails and planning and updates 
to civic addresses.  The department 
provided mapping and information 
technology support to the Emergency 
Operations Centre.  The department 

updated various internal applications.  

The RDOS Financial Services department 
facilitated the 2016 budget and conducted 
a public engagement process.  The 
department collected data for the rate 
development study for the West Bench 
Water System.  The department also 
conducted a financial policies review.

Protective Services which falls under the 
Community Services department activated 
the Regional Emergency Operations 
Centre three times for spring freshet and 
wildland interface fires.  The department 
completed the build and testing of the 911 
telecommunications upgrade project.  A 
Fire Master Plan for the seven Regional 
District Fire Services was initiated.  

RDOS Parks and Recreations which falls 
under the Community Services department 
replaced the Naramata Creek Park walking 
bridge, resurfaced the Skaha Lake KVR 
trail for 3 kilometers, completed a design 
for the KVR trail connection at Osoyoos 
Lake, renovated the Kaleden Pioneer Park 
restroom, and completed the Okanagan 
Falls off leash pet park.  The department 
also completed a park development plan 
for Pioneer Park, Vintage Views park, 
Manitou Park and the Okanagan Falls 
waterfront.  Resurfacing of the Kaleden 
Pioneer Park tennis court took place.  A 

new restroom was constructed and utilities 
were installed at West Bench Selby Park.  
West Bench Mariposa Park playground 
was redesigned.  The department also 
completed three parkland acquisitions 
in Naramata, and a donation of parkland 
in Coalmont.  The Similkameen Rail trail 
received improvements in Keremeos, and a 
welcome sign was installed in partnership 
with Penticton Indian Band for the West 
Bench community.

Community Services also completed a 
Memorandum of Understanding with BC 
Transit for the implementation of a new 
local transit services for the West Bench.  
A statement of significance Heritage 
workshop was completed.  

In Public Works, the Engineering 
department completed the Faulder Water 
system with a uranium removal system and 
back-up generator being installed.  In Olalla 
the water system had an instrumentation 
and alarming system upgrade and the 
water main replacement was completed 
on Main Street.  The Naramata back-
up power generator was installed.  A 
design, operation and closure plan was 
completed for Campbell Mountain Landfill 
(CMLF).  Ongoing work on the Gas Capture 
Regulation compliance took place and 
the RDOS proceeded on the Organics Site 
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RDOS
Board of Directors

MARK PENDERGRAFT
Area “A” - Osoyoos Rural

GEORGE BUSH
Area “B” - Cawston

TERRY SCHAFER
Area “C” - Oliver Rural

THOMAS SIDDON
Area “D” - Kaleden/Okanagan 
Falls

KARLA KOZAKEVICH
Chair
Area “E” - Naramata

MICHAEL BRYDON
OSRHD Chair
Area “F” - Okanagan Lake 
West/West Bench

ELEF CHRISTENSEN
Area “G” - Keremeos Rural/
Hedley

BOB COYNE
Area “H” - Princeton Rural

ANDREW JAKUBEIT
City of Penticton

HELENA KONANZ
City of Penticton

JUDY SENTES
OSRHD Vice-Chair
City of Penticton

ANDRE MARTIN
City of Penticton

PETER WATERMAN
District of Summerland

TONI BOOT
District of Summerland

RON HOVANES
Town of Oliver

SUZAN MCKORTOFF
Town of Osoyoos

FRANK ARMITAGE
Town of Princeton

MANFRED BAUER
RDOS Vice-Chair
Village of Keremeos
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Feasibility study.  The RDOS 
office was renovated during 
2016, and the project was 
managed by the Engineering 
Department.  An Okanagan 
Basin Water Board grant 
for Water Conservation 
and Quality Improvement 
was received and work 
commenced.  A design was 
completed for the Apex 
Mountain Transfer Station 
for the collection of garbage 
and recycling.  

The Public Works 
department also 
assumed ownership of 
the Willowbrook Water 
system.  The Similkameen 
Valley Watershed Plan 
Phase 3 got underway.  The 
decommissioning of the 
Naramata Water System 
South Pump house took 
place.  New computer 
software was installed at the 
Landfills.  The department 
was involved in the invasive 
plant program, bear aware, 

starling control, goose 
egg addling, urban deer 
management, the water 
ambassador program 
and quagga/zebra mussel 
education.  

In Subdivision Services, the 
Twin Lakes hydrogeological 
report was reviewed and 
a development variance 
permit was approved.  
Vintage Views phase 3, 24 
lot subdivision registered 
and park donation was 
completed.  Reflection 
Point, phase 1, 8 lot bare 
land strata subdivision was 
registered.  Subdivision 
Services also supported 
member municipalities 
with subdivision and 
infrastructure related 
inquires.  

The Development Services 
Department completed the 
Area D-1 Official Community 
Plan, the Gallagher Lake Area 
Structure Plan, completed 

the process to streamline 
the South Okanagan 
Regional Growth Strategy 
and reviewed and expanded 
Environmentally Sensitive 
Development permit areas.  
Building Inspection has 
their busiest year ever, 
with a construction value 
of $47,5000,000 to the end 
of September, with 448 
building permits, including 
105 dwelling units.  Bylaw 
Enforcement developed 
and implemented a ticket 
tracking database, initiated 
vacation rental enforcement, 
and established dog shelter 
agreements with Penticton 
and Oliver.  

The RDOS Board and Staff 
look forward to another busy 
and productive year in 2017.  
The Board of Directors and 
RDOS Staff wish everyone 
a happy and safe holiday 
season!

Starting December to the end of February, 
Landfills in Penticton, Oliver and Keremeos 
will have reduced days or hours. All landfills 
are closed statutory holidays and Boxing Day.

Campbell Mountain Landfill in Penticton will 
be closed every Sunday from December 3rd 
to the end of February. Open hours remain 
Monday to Saturday 8:30 am to 4:45 pm.

The Keremeos Landfill will be closed all 
Wednesdays from December to the end of 
February. The Landfill will be open Sundays 
from 10 am to 4 pm. Due to Christmas 
and New Year’s Day falling on Sunday this 
year, the Keremeos Landfill will be open on 

Saturday Dec 24th and Dec 31st those weeks 
instead. 

The Oliver Landfill opens later on weekdays 
in winter. From December 1st to the end of 
February the Oliver Landfill is open Noon to 
3:45 pm on weekdays and 10 am to 3:45 pm 
on Saturday.

The Okanagan Falls Landfill remains open 
from 10 am to 1:45 pm on weekdays only. 

For further information please contact the 
Regional District Solid Waste group at 250-
490-4129, visit www.rdos.bc.ca or e-mail 
info@rdos.bc.ca. 

RDOS LANDFILL REDUCING DAYS AND HOURS STARTING DECEMBER



Election of the 2017 RDOS Board Chair and 
Vice-Chair took place.  Director Karla Kozakevich 
was elected as chair by acclamation.  Director 
Manfred Bauer was elected as Vice-Chair.

The 2017 RDOS Board and Committee meeting 
schedule was approved by the Board of Directors 
and can be found on the RDOS website at www.
rdos.bc.ca.

Election of the 2017 Okanagan Similkameen 
Regional Hospital District (OSRHD) Chair and 
Vice-Chair took place.  Director Brydon was 
elected OSRHD Chair, and Director Sentes was 
acclaimed as OSRHD Vice-Chair. 

The 2017 meeting schedule for the Electoral 
Area Advisory Planning Commissions was 
approved by the Board of Directors and can be 
found on the RDOS website at www.rdos.bc.ca.

The Board of Directors appointed Chair 
Kozakevich and Vice-Chair Bauer as signing 
officers for the RDOS for the 2017 year. 

The Board of Directors have supported the 
application to the Canada 150 Fund Program – 
Growing Strong Together Activities for engaging 
youth and community members to plant 150 
cottonwood trees in each of the selected 
riparian areas, both on and off reserve land and 
to be distributed throughout the region.  The 
RDOS, with project partners, the Okanagan 
Nation Alliance and Enow’kn Centre, will 
commemorate the shared resources of land 
and water paving the way forward to a more 
sustainable future for the South Okanagan.  
The proposed funding application would 
support and contribute to the environmental 
stewardship of our Okanagan waterways by 
educating students and community members 
on the importance of riparian ecosystems. 

Preparation for planting sessions will begin in 
the classroom and/or lecture hall to discuss how 
the Black Cottonwood ecosystem functions and 
its important role in indigenous culture.

The Board of Directors supported the application 
to the Union of British Columbia Municipalities 
for the 2017 Age-friendly Communities Grant 
Program for the community of Naramata.  The 
community of Naramata, supported by the Parks 
and Recreation Commission, has requested 
the Board’s support to submit an application 
to create an accessibility pathway in Manitou 
Park and for age-friendly community planning/
projects and activities that focus on age-friendly 
community components such as outdoor 
spaces, social inclusion and social participation 
for senior citizens in the community.

The Board of Directors adopted the RDOS 
Economic Development Services Establishment 
Bylaw.  An alternative approval process for this 
bylaw completed on October 17, 2016.  The 
number of elector response forms needed to 
prevent adoption of the bylaw was 7,089, and 
only 50 were received prior to the deadline.  
Elector approval was obtained, and the Board 
of Directors have adopted the bylaw. 

The Board of Directors adopted the RDOS South 
Okanagan Transit System Service Establishment 
Bylaw.  An alternative approval process for this 
bylaw completed on October 17, 2016.  The 
number of elector response forms needed to 
prevent the adoption of the bylaw was 1,596, 
and only 2 were received prior to the deadline.  
Elector approval was obtained, and the Board 
of Directors have adopted the bylaw. 

An alternative approval process has commenced 
for the Area “C” Loose Bay Campground Services 
Establishment Bylaw.  The bylaw received 
three readings on August 18 and then received 
approval by the Inspector of Municipalities.  The 

deadline for elector response forms is Friday, 
January 6, 2017.  The number of electors in the 
proposed service area is estimated to be 3,055 
and if the number of elector response forms 
signed is less than 10%, the Board of Directors 
may consider adopting the bylaw. 

An alternative approval process has 
commenced for the Area “A” Victim Assistance 
Contribution Services Establishment Bylaw.  
The bylaw received three readings on August 
4 and then received approval by the Inspector 
of Municipalities.  The deadline for elector 
response forms is Friday, January 6, 2017.  The 
number of electors in the proposed service area 
is estimated to be 1680, and if the number of 
elector response forms signed is less than 10%, 
the Board of Directors may consider adopting 
the bylaw. 

An alternative approval process has 
commenced for the Area “C” Victim Assistance 
Contribution Service Establishment Bylaw.  The 
bylaw received three readings on August 4 
and then received approval by the Inspector 
of Municipalities.  The deadline for elector 
response forms is Friday, January 6, 2017.  The 
number of electors in the proposed service area 
is estimated to be 3,055, and if the number of 
elector response forms signed is less than 10%, 
the Board of Directors may consider adopting 
the bylaw.

An alternative approval process has 
commenced for the Area “D”, “E” and “F” 
Victim Assistance Service Establishment Bylaw.  
The bylaw received three readings on August 
4 and then received approval by the Inspector 
of Municipalities.  The deadline for elector 
response forms is Friday, January 6, 2017.  The 
number of electors in the proposed service area 
is estimated to be 8,420, and if the number of 
elector response forms signed is less than 10%, 
the Board of Directors may consider adopting 
the bylaw.
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RDOS BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Selected highlights from the regular meetings of the 

Board of Directors of the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen held November 3 and 17

The Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen 
Board of Directors and staff would like to wish 
all citizens a happy and healthy holiday season!


