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The Regional District of Okanagan-
Similkameen is pleased to announce the 
purchase of three properties within the 
community of Naramata. Two parcels of 
land totaling .76 acres are located adjacent 
to Wharf Waterfront Park and a 1.5 acre 
parcel is located adjacent to the Naramata 
Elementary School. 
The Regional District entered into 
negotiations with the BC Tree Fruit 
Cooperative in November of 2015 to 
acquire property located at 3950 and 3955 
1st Street in Naramata, for parkland use.  
After completing an Alternate Approval 
Process in July and adopting Electoral Area 
“E” Parkland Acquisition Loan Authorization 
Bylaw No. 2729, the $1,150,000 sale 
finalized in September.
Also, in November of 2015, the Regional 
District began negotiations with School 
District No. 67 to acquire property at 
860 Robinson Avenue in Naramata, also 
for parkland use.  The specific parcel 
is located adjacent to the Naramata 
Elementary School and includes tennis 

and sports courts. On March 24, 2016 the 
Board authorized the purchase amount of 
$451,000 for the property using Parkland 
Acquisition funds.  A facility use agreement 
was also completed between the Regional 
District and the School District as part of the 
sale. The agreement allows for the use of 
the land and school building for community 
recreation programs.  
“The Regional District would like to 
thank Electoral Area “E” Director, Karla 
Kozakevich, and the Naramata Parks and 
Recreation Commission for their leadership 
and support during the parkland acquisition 
process” said RDOS Chair Mark Pendergraft.   
The Regional District believes that a healthy 
built environment promotes healthy living in 
our communities. The recent land purchases 
and facility use agreement will provide new 
opportunities to enjoy the outdoor spaces 
and planned recreation programming in the 
community.   
For further information please contact, Mark 
Woods at (250) 492-0237 or mwoods@rdos.
bc.ca
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The RDOS is pleased to be able to co-sponsor a series of workshops, 
partnering with the RBC Blue Water Project Grant Fund and the 
South Okanagan and Similkameen Conservation Program. These 
free workshops focus on properties on or adjacent to lakefront, 
wetland and creek sides. 

By definition, riparian areas link water to land. They border 
streams, lakes, and wetlands. The blend of stream-bed, water, 
trees, shrubs and grasses in a riparian area provides fish habitat, 
and directly influences water quality. Unfortunately, upwards of 
57% of the water’s edge along our main-stem lakes and creeks has 
been modified, damaged or affected by human habitation. The 
need to understand these natural buffers is of critical importance 
to all of us living or visiting the Okanagan-Similkameen.

Three experts have come together to discuss why we need to 
care about protecting our shoreline habitats.  These introductory 
workshops will show you how to recognize and maintain healthy 
habitats along our shorelines and riparian areas. 

Workshop participants will gain an understanding of:
• Function of riparian areas and how they contribute to ecosystem 

health and water quality 
• Regulations of riparian areas for homeowners along waterways, 

shorelines and beach fronts, as they protect both the land value 

and biological value of waterfront properties. Regulations can 
differ depending on where you live, therefore the information 
will be specific to each location 

• Landscaping with easy-care, hardy native plants, shrubs and 
trees suitable to plant along the shoreline to act as buffers and 
to protect banks from erosion

• Invasive species, aquatic/ terrestrial species information and 
control

The first introductory workshops in this series:   

November 5, 2016 - 10 am – 12:30 pm
Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen
101 Martin St., Penticton

November 19, 2016  10 am – 12:30 pm
Oliver Recreation Centre 
Room 1 - 6359 Park Dr., Oliver

Watch for information on ‘Hands on’ neighbourhood field days 
that will follow these workshops beginning in the spring of 2017.

For more information and to register contact:  
Coordinator Eva Antonijevic
evaantonijevic@gmail.com or at 250-486-2303

WORKSHOP OPPORTUNITY
PROTECTING OUR NATURAL ASSETS - WATER AND LANDSCAPES ALONG OUR SHORLINES 
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The work to install three backup 
generators for the Naramata water 
system is beginning October 24, 2016. 
Construction will be occurring at three 
sites – the McKay Treatment Plant, Raw 
Water Pump Station (on 1st Street) and 
the Juniper Pump Station. 
Construction work is expected to occur 
over the next several months and into 
early 2017. The public is reminded to be 
cautious and not to enter into the active 
construction areas. Safety of the public, 

as well as all the workers on site, is of 
paramount importance. 
Any residents directly affected by the 
construction will be contacted by the 
contractor to discuss the upcoming 
activities and any inconvenience that 
may occur. 
For further information, please contact 
Liisa Bloomfield, Engineering Supervisor, 
at (250) 490-4229 or lbloomfield@rdos.
bc.ca .

NARAMATA BACKUP POWER 
PROJECT BEGINS CONSTRUCTION

The Local Government Leadership Academy Board 
awarded certificates in Local Government Leadership 
and Certificates in Advanced Local Government 
Leadership in 2016.  Electoral Area “E” (Naramata 
Rural) Director Karla Kozakevich obtained her Level 
Two – Certificate in Advanced Local Government 
Leadership. 
Certificates were presented at the Electoral Area 
Forum at the 2016 UBCM Convention by UBCM 
President Chair Al Richmond and the Honourable 
Peter Fassbender, Minister of Community, Sport and 
Cultural Development.  
The Local Government Leadership Academy is a 
leadership development initiative that serves local 
government and First Nations elected officials and 
senior administrators throughout the Province of 
British Columbia by improving the competencies 
needed to effectively manage and lead BC’s 
communities.
Congratulations Director Kozakevich!

Congratulations
Director Kozakevich

UBCM Chair Al Richmond, Electoral Area “E” Director Karla 
Kozakevich and Honourable Peter Fassbender, MCSCD

Naramata Water Treatment Plant



The Board of Directors awarded a two 
year contract extension for the collection, 
transportation and processing of recyclable 
gypsum to Sivan Enterprises Ltd. at a revised 
rate from $119.00 per metric tonne to 
$124.00 per metric tonne.  In continuing the 
leadership role of the RDOS regarding the 
protection of local environment, the RDOS 
established a Gypsum Recycling Program in 
2013 that aids in diverting the Gypsum board 
from being buried into the landfill.  Presently, 
the diverted Gypsum is transported to Bio-
Cycle Nutrients Solutions Ltd in Alberta 
where it is a component of a soil amendment 
utilized in the remediation of Brown Fields 
and Feed Lots.  

The Board of Directors were provided 
a report for information only, regarding 
the establishment of a service area and 
borrowing for the provision of installing a 
Natural Gas main to the residents of Husula 
Highlands.  In 2014, FortisBC received 
inquiries from residents in the Sage Mesa and 
Husula Heights neighbourhoods about the 
possibility of having natural gas installed in 
the area.  In April 2016, an informal petition 
was received by the residents of Husula 
Highlands, requesting consideration of an 
extension to the Fortis gas main into that 
neighborhood. The result of this informal 
petition spurred on the direction to initiate 
a formal petition process for the residents of 
Husula Highlands.  Upon the closing of the 
deadline of the formal petition, the petition 
did not receive the required number of 
affirmative responses. The results showed 
only 30 of 68 eligible properties returned 
their petition, thus falling short of the 50% 
required, therefore failing. 

The Provincial Rural Dividend grant program 
is available through the Ministry of Forestry, 
Lands and Natural Resources Operations. 
The Rural Dividend program contributes to 
the strength and sustainability of small rural 
communities, making them more attractive 
places to live and work. The program is 
focused on supporting worthy projects that 
help rural communities navigate changes 
impacting their economies. The ultimate 

objective of the RDOS is to help reverse the 
economic fortunes of Okanagan Falls through 
strategic public and private investments and 
partnerships, positive streetscapes, quality 
urban design that can together provide a 
distinctive place to live, work, invest, shop 
and play.  The Board of Directors have given 
their support for an application to the Rural 
Dividend Funding Program for Phase 3 of the 
Okanagan Falls Town Centre Revitalization 
Plan.  Phase 3 is to prepare a Community 
Plan amendment for the Town Centre Area, 
establish goals, objectives and priorities 
for future redevelopment, including land 
designation, density and building heights, 
public spaces and a transportation network 
plan. 

The Naramata Fire Prevention and 
Suppression Local Service Establishment 
bylaw was adopted by the Board of Directors.  
Three readings were given to the bylaw 
to incorporate all remaining properties 
physically located within the service area 
boundaries, but which were not included 
in the original service.  Additionally, the 
service would be expanded to include several 
properties outside the existing service area.  
The Inspector of Municipalities provided 
statutory approval and the RDOS proceeded 
with an Alternative Approval Process in July 
2016.  The number of eligible electors within 
the affected area was 160, and the number of 
response forms needed to prevent adoption 
of the bylaw was 16.  There were zero forms 
received prior to the deadline. 

A requirement of the Canada-British 
Columbia Clean Water and Wastewater 
Fund application process is submission of a 
supporting Board resolution committing the 
Regional District to contribute its share of the 
eligible project costs and all of the ineligible 
costs, and from what funding source.  The 
new Canada-British Columbia Clean Water 
and Wastewater Fund Program Guide 
discusses the eligible projects. These include 
projects that increase capacity or lifespan of 
an asset, improve environmental outcomes 
or enhance services. The three proposed 
projects all fit into these objectives.  The 

Board of Directors endorsed the following: 
• 2017 Naramata Water System Rehabilitation 

and Expansion project
• 2017 Olalla Water System Rehabilitation 

project
• 2017 Willowbrook Water System 

Rehabilitation project
• 2017 Sun Valley Water System Upgrade 

project
• 2017 Okanagan Falls Sewer System 

Upgrade project

The Board of Directors have supported the 
application to the Canada 150 fund Program 
for heritage conservation activities in the 
Granite Creek Townsite and Cemetery as 
well as the West Bench area.  The proposed 
funding application would support heritage 
conservation activities within the Granite 
Creek Historical Townsite and Cemetery as 
well as the West Bench Area. The project 
will introduce interpretive signage to mark a 
self-guided walking tour through the site of 
a major placer gold rush of 1885. The latter 
project proposes to complement existing 
heritage signage throughout the West Bench 
Area to unify a single walking corridor. In 
addition to the existing signage the proposed 
project will highlight natural history of West 
Bench ecosystems, along with the cultural 
significance to First Nations. Additional 
heritage conservation activities will include 
advertising materials and fees, site amenities, 
and one-time operational expenses for 
inaugural ceremonial events.

The RDOS Environmental Conservation 
Service Establishment Bylaw received third 
reading in September, and now has received 
approval by the Inspector of Municipalities.  
The Board will now proceed with an 
Alternative Approval Process.  The deadline 
for elector response forms will December 5, 
2016 at 4:30 pm.  The total number of eligible 
electors to which the alternative approval 
process applies is 56,025 and the number 
of elector responses required to prevent the 
bylaw from proceeding without a referendum 
is 5,603.   
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RDOS BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Selected highlights from the regular meetings of the 

Board of Directors of the Regional District of Okanagan-Similkameen held October 6 and 20.


