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Anarchist Mountain Emergency Notifications & Communications  

(Affectionately known as EN-Comm) 

 

August 13, 2015 … Strong winds and a wildland fire encroached upon the Canadian 

Border to the east of Osoyoos, south of Nine Mile Place and east to Arosa Guest 

Ranch, late on Friday afternoon.  As EN-Comm is now an integral part of the AMFD, we 

were called to action by our Fire Chief to initiate an Evacuation ALERT to be broadcast 

for Nine Mile Place and Raven Hill Road as the Arosa Guest Ranch and properties 

alongside were evacuated by AMFD personnel.  

With the command center established, alert message recorded, the Evacuation ALERT 

was broadcast.  Reports from the automated system shortly thereafter as well as 

communication from the Area Lead confirmed both the automated and manual system 

successful. 

The Alert order was rescinded by the RDOS on Sunday as threat of the wildfire was 

downgraded and another message recorded for the Automated System to be broadcast 

along with the Area Lead initiating the Phone Tree was initiated. 

That is the current news; however, let us take this opportunity to back it up a bit ... Who, 

you may ask, are EN-Comm?  Well, let us take this opportunity to re-introduce EN-

Comm, our history, how we have grown in our primary mandates and how it affects 

Anarchist Mountain residents.   

What an amazing 2 years it has been since the idea came to light one snowy evening 

during the Anarchist Mountain Community Society’s AGM in late November 2013.  

Accolades were being given to our local Fire Smart Team as they achieved “Fire Smart” 

Community Status. 

The ensuing conversation directed our thoughts to community safety and 

communications on the mountain, specifically with regards to the ability of efficiently 

notifying residents of emergencies in our neighborhoods.  Welcome the Communication 

committee Volunteers – Wendy Barlow, Sue McEvoy, Richard Douziech and Carolyne 

Strohmann bringing to the table a wealth of experience in military, fire operations, IT 

and community knowledge.  

During the next months, multiple meetings, research, and planning of emergency 

scenarios, we finally had the foundation for the aptly named EN-Comm (Emergency 

Notification & Communications). 

Complementing the Fire Smart direction of geographically arranging Anarchist Mountain 

into 10 Areas, the EN-Comm team began researching means for contacting ALL 

residents and property owners in those areas.   
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As research for an automated system began, EN-Comm enlisted the assistance of 

volunteers from each of the geographic areas in the form of an “Area Lead” to collect 

detailed contact information.  These volunteers trekked door to door with an information 

package/folder for each resident to keep that included:- 

 Welcome Letter – the intention of the AMCS to collect information for emergency 

notifications; 

 Contact Info form – this was completed and returned to the Area leads; 

 72  Hour preparedness information; 

 Definitions of Evacuation Alert, Order and Rescinding information; 

 Emergency contact numbers and email links.. 

(If you did not receive the above, you can request one from the AMFD where they are 

currently held) 

With assistance from the AMFD, a web based automated broadcast system, used by 

various Emergency Services nationwide, was identified that could meet our needs for 

cost efficiency and ease of use for on-demand telephone and email delivery of 

emergency notifications.  All data collected from the area leads were then input into the 

secure automated system. And for your listening pleasure, the EN-Comm team creates 

the Emergency Notification recording that is area//event specific ready to be sent out. 

As well, the Area Leads developed a “Phone Tree” for each of their respective 

neighborhoods whereby two people would call two people and so on down the list; a 

very efficient and effective manual way of communicating with your neighbour. 

The Automated System and the “Phone Tree” work alongside each other as follows:- 

1. Automated message being sent to your home phone, cell phone and email of 

the Emergency Notification; 

2. Area leads to activate the Phone Tree with same notification ensuring contact by 

phone or in person. 

Yes, it was a busy 6 months as tests began mountain wide mid-summer of 2014 and 

met with great success; the EN-Comm team could now electronically and manually 

manage emergency communications. 

It seemed a natural progression that EN-Comm scope of operation would evolve from 

the Anarchist Mountain Community Society to the Anarchist Mountain Fire Department 

so in early November the EN-Comm Team (Wendy, Sue, Richard and Carolyne) 

became members of the AMFD.  

With this transition we began expanding into our second mandate of Communication.  

We are in the process of providing the need to know information during emergencies on 

media sites: AMFD web site, Facebook and Twitter.  We will also be manning these 

media sites during calmer times to provide information of incidents and possible 

emergencies that may have some impact on our residents.  
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As well, new mandates to expand EN-Comm’s role during an emergency to include 

providing command centre duties as requested by the AMFD Fire Chief has been 

added.  While the specifics are yet to be defined, in general terms, EN-Comm would be 

the first line for communications with the general public during an emergency, while 

directing critical communications to the Fire Chief. 

Just when you think there was no further work to do, the EN-Comm team have been 

keeping busy with system testing, updates, and writing Standard Operating Procedures 

……… and a rain dance!! 

 

 

 


